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SECTION 4  POLITICAL STRUCTURES AS SEEN BY THE EARLY EURCPELN VISITORS.

Recorded Tongan History begins in 41616 with the Journals of the Dutch
qu1gators Bohouten and Le Maire. Other navigators may have touched upon Tonga
prcv1ouslj, but there is no known record which pre-dates Schouten and Le Maire.
These first visitors stayed in the Tonga group from 9th to the 14th May 1616,

They callcd qt Tafahi, Niuatoputapu, and Nivafo'ou, named by them Cocos, Traitors,
and Good Hope rospectlvely. These first Europcan visitors did not land on *ongan
5011 and had very little to say in their journals ebout political organization,
They referred to !'the King' of Niuatoputapu as Latou, who, according to Dr Wood
was probably Latumallancl the first Ma'atu,

The visit of another Dutchman in 1643, ibel Janszoon Tasman, prov1des
much more information about Tonga, although again there is very little commcnt
of the political structure, Tasman was much more interested in dbscrlblng the
appearance and oustoms of the Tongans and the barter that took place betwcen his
men and the Tongan people, He spent several days in Tonga, from January 49th
to Januery 30th 1643, calling at iAta (Pylsteart), 'Eva (Middleburgh) , Tongatapu
(Amsterdam), and Nomuka (Rotterdam). These Dutch names persisted, and Ceptain .

Cook used them wheén he visited Tonga 130 years later. " Tasman époke of wvarious

chief's th came to see him but did not attempt to describe the form of Government,
except dufing his-visit to Nomuka, where he made the rather surprising statement
that the people there had no King or leader (they). are also wholly without
Government"'

Captaln‘wallls was the “first Englishman to visit Tonga. He touched at
Vluaboputapu and Tafahi on the 43th August 4767 and named them Keppel (2 name
which has remained in use as an alternative to Niuatoputapu even to the.prescnt
time.) and‘Boscawen.'hWallis,'on this one day visit, has left very little coﬁﬁent,
with nothing at all about the government of the.pecple. 1t was left to the next
British visitor Captain James Cook, to furnish detailed impressions of government
and politics., Cook made three great voyages into the Pacific, but it was only on
his second and third voyages, 1773-L and 1777, that he visited Tonga.

During the 1773 voyage into the Pacific, Cook visited Tonga twice:

'Tua and Tongatapu in October 1773, and Nomuka in June 1774. During the 1777
voyage Cook called at Nomuka, Tongatapu, and Lifuka, Cook's impressions of
Lifuka, Which}he discovered, were summed up in the name he gave to it: "The
Priendly Island®, The name was apparently well chosen, for it was soon adopted

universally as the name for the whole group of Tonga islands. Cook has left us a

very full description of the government of the Tonga Islands as he understood it,
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however, had him puzzled and he was n
person in Tonga. He met several important chiefs, each of which, in turn, he
to an amazingly accuratc unders

confusing 'Tamaha' relationship.

European attempts to describe the T
raurelle, a Spaniard, discovered Vava'u in 4781, naming it don Martin liayorga,

great reverence shown to that person by the people. La Perouse, the French

Navigator, visited Niuvatoputapu,
1787. He did not land, but recorded quite a deal of useful information about

fields".

survived the Port au Prince massacre in 1806,

valuable, He clears away some of the difficulties that are cvident in Cook's

mind over ranking in society.

Mariner's arrival and during his years in Tonga.
1 £

sacred King Tu'iTongs was being considerably_reduced,and'in fact his supreme

authority was effectively destroyed by Finau Jlukalala,

he shortness of his stay and the language difficulties. Ranking in society.

sver quite sure who was the most significant

thought was the king, &t the conclusion of the 1777 visit, however, he had come

tanding of the political structure, imniluding the

The ¥rench and Spanish explorers added their observations to the first

¢ Tongan political structure of the 18th Century.

and its port the Puerta del Refugio., He has provided us with detailed informa-

tion about his meeting with "the Tupou", most probably the Tu'iTonga, and of the
Vava'u, and Tongatapu during his brief visit in

Tonga, very little of it however of a political nature. He does tell us that the

people in those times did not live in villages, but in huts "dispersed over the

Perhaps the most valuable information from the early viéitors is pro-
vided by two of the first European residents in Tonga; George Vason, one of the
artisan Missionaries who landed in 41790, and William jlariner, the cabin boy who
Marinér's a@count is particularly

~ Furthermore his descriptions of the.relatibhship

indicate that Tongan society was in a state of great change immediately preceding
The power and prestige of the

between the King and the Tu'itonga, between the civil and the religious authority,
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DUTCH EXPIORERS PROVIDE THE FIRST EURCPEAN REPORTS ABOUT TONG

(1) "thé King himself came" - Schouten and Lemaire 1646
" [Journal of Schouten and LeMaire, Comments about Niuatoputapu’
and ‘Tafahi in Alexander Dalrymple, fin Historical Collection of.
the Several Voyages and Discoveries in the South Pacific QOcean.
Volume IT. Containing the Dutch Voyages., London 4771, ]pp,27~28]

After noon the’King himself came with a large vessel under sail, of
the same figure before described %ike an ice sledge, and full thirty five canoes
who attended him, This king, or chief, was called by his pecple Latoii; we

received hixﬁ with drums and trumpcts, at which they were very much astonished

Cas things to them unheard and unknown, They showed us the highest honour and

amity that it was possible to do, bowing the head down, striking thelr fists
on their head, and using many other strange ceremonies.- 'Be:lng a little dist-
ance from us the king began to cry out, and to behave as if he ;nade a prayer,
after his marmer, and all those of his company likewise, without our knowing
what that meant, only we judged that it was a' congratulatlon of our happy
arrival. Immediately after, the king sent us a matt, with three of his ser-
vants; to whom we gave in returﬁ an old hatchet, a few beads a.nd a few.old
nails, with a plece of oloth which he recelvecl very _gel:.*ely, putt:.ng it
three times uan h:Ls head 'md then bowing the head dovm in s:.gn OI fecpect
and ‘bhankfulncqs, The people whe came to the ship threW themselves on bﬂelI‘“
knecs and kissed our feet and were "\S‘tal’llohcd bevond measure at our s’np. This
king could not be d.ut.l.ngulsheci from the other Indlans, for he Went alsc qultc
naked except in be:.ng treated with reseec’c, and that he was very /fGll ubeje/l
amongst them., ¥We made signs that the Tatou snould come on board our ghip;

his son came on board whem we treated well, but he himgelf did not chuse or

at least would not comc aomard but they all made slgno IOI‘ us to go to 'bhu

“other Island W:Lth our shlp, and that he had there plenty of everythlng.

Amongst other things we exchanged with them three flsh-glc-'; which wore made
of reed, like those of Holland only a little thlcker, with barbs’ of pearl "
.;hells. The klng s son returned on shore and the canoe whlch carried him had

on the larboard side a lurge piece of wood where w:.th they &ept 1t uprlg,ht

on this wood was a f‘lsh—glg ready for use,

13th at day-break we found two canoes come to tradé as in the former days;
and immediately after came forty-five others, with cocoas, bananas, hogs, and

fowls so that in about two hours we had trucked 700 cocoas, and other things;
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afterwards we saw same small vessels, or. canoes, coming behind, supposing 1t
was the king who came to see us, but seeing thut they went to surrcund us on
all 51des s glvthg great rOoHH f’or susomlon we' made ha ste to weigh and get

under sail., The: ch:.ef tsail! wh:Lch they all followed, and wb:mh appearcd to

have the command over the other ' earxlcd the figure of a grey‘and red cock;
being then all reng_od in order cf battle, cne of the canoes came to board us,
crying terribly and furicusly throwing stones against us; we fired two or
three shot against the troop, so that some were killed on the spot; the others
leaped into the sea and saved themselves by swimming, with the women who were
near them, There was about 4,000 pcrsens ;5 Ssc tﬁat they seem to have collected
all their force to destroy us. Our pecple were so provoked and enraged against
these . treacherous reacals, that they were mad to go ashore in pursuit cf them

and to revenge this ocutrage, but the president and the council would.not consent.

(ii) "they did us great honour and friendship® - Tasman 4643
[Sharp, indrew, The Voyages of .bel Janszoon Tasman. Oxford.

S B e

('EUB.) - .
On 2] &,t d in the mornlng calm, had the :outnernmost 1.Jlanc1 casu by

South f’rom us about 5 miles, made our ccurse IOI‘ the northernmost island (T ngas
tapu) l:l_es in the Southern latitude of 21 deg. 50 minutes , and longl uude 205

'Degrees 29 mlnutes. Sailed to the northwest side of the lea.nd and let our

anchor fall there, in 25 fathoms coral bottom where "re came to a,nchor lies in 7
the Southern lat:.tude of 24 Degrees 20 minutes, and longltude 205 29 m:.*»aues,
theoe two islands. l:Le about South east and north west from each other, we could
See Thcoagh Between both, it Seemed to be about 1% mile wide s Of which tne

bouthcasternmost was the nlghest the northernmost being a low island, Just as

e i

helland is, |_we] have given the northernmost the n ame of u_ms’cerde_m, by~ reason

N\

of zbundance of supplies, which [we] got there, the Southernmost we named
1fiddleburch, about noon there came a small cance with three man 103:'om shore close
to our bhlp P Thoy were nude, of brown Colour and somevrhat mor'e tha_n ordlnary
height, two had long th:.ck hair on the head, the third was shomn short [ they]
had nothing but a small quaint cloth in front of their male parts, their canoe
was thin and Narrow, covered over a large part of the way forward and aft the
paddles of ordinary length the blade \"lbh wh:.ch they paddled broad in the
middle, they called to us severa" tlmes and we back to them, but could not
understand one another, [we]. showe;"g ‘them white cloth, of which we threw a piece

of fully 1% fathom long ~verboard, which they seeing paddled towards but since |
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~ship whom

led him. into the cabin, he did us rcverence lowered his head to our feet, we
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it was ‘Sinking-and quite' deep under water the foremost from the canoe- dived

after the Same, he remained a very long time under water,: eventually came - up.. .

again with the cloth and into the-cance, when- hfi_?iﬂ the Same several times on

_top of his head; in-token’ of thanks; [they,]v came then with their cance quite a

bit neaver, [we] threw them a piece of wood, to which iwe] had fastened 2
large nails,.proffered them a’ chinese mirror with a chain of chinese beads, .
which |'_-We] held towerd them with a long stick, to which they tied one-of their
fish hocks, with a bit of string, which They returned to us in recompense; this
fish hook was'of mother-of-pearl shell, in form like a small Sardine, they put

Ww many times on the head, the middlemost in the

canoe bound the nails round his neck, but because the slide was in front cf the
mirror, they could see nothing in it therefore [wo] proffered them another which

they. looked in put in on their head, we showed them an old coconut. and a hen,

asked from our vocabulary about water pigs &c ‘bﬁt did not understand them nor
They us. [they} directed us all the time toward Land; after we had given them
the sbove written things, shown the Coconut and the hen [ they] eventually paddl-
ed to land, and made sign, as if [ they] would go and fétch the one or the other
from land, at and after noon [we] Saw numbers of people walk along beach,. Some

with white flags, from which we. presumed, This to be a peace token; -therefore

|we] also put out our white flag from aft; thereupon a sma.ll canoe with L .per-

sons sturdy men, the body being painted Black from the middle to the. thighs, .
their necks hung with Large leaves came to the ship, bringing a little white
flag and a cloth of bark of trees, they put this said flag on the stem of our
boat, the wing of their cance was adorned with sea shells and cockles, we con-
cluded from these presents and adormment, of their canoe (which more so than

the -other cances) that it came from the king or head of the Land, therefore
presented them with a small chinese mirror knife dungaree and one to 2 nails
we had a glass of wine filled for them drank first ourselves so that | they]
should not think, we wished to poison them or do cther hurt;  having delivercd
the glass |they] poured the wine out, and took alon . .

th_o glass to land, shortly a crowd of canoes came there, some with-5 tc .6 ethers
with 40 to 42 coconuts, alk which we exchanged for old nails 3 to L for a double

meditm-nail, some came syimming 'cﬁf ~11 the woay from land with coconuts, «ll
eCd

hich we bqught afterw, an & man came on’ our .
e Ceiers att ahsonoured, . i30. that it seemed one of their chiefs, we

alsoi c]j.-d/k@nour according to our fashion we showed him fresh water in a
beaker, which he indicated was tc be got on land, ['We] presented him with a

knife a.small mirror, and a piece of dungaree, on departing from the Cabin,.ons

-of them was found.#ho had. stolen -the Skipper's pistol with a.pair of slippers

we: took it back .from him Without showing the least annoyance many of these people
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had the lower body painted black to the knees, some had & mother-of-pearl shell

hanging on. the breast, Towards the evening about .20 canoes came close by our.
ship, which all went and lay in regular order with one ancther, before (they)
came to the ship [they] made a great noise, calling a number of times Woe, ¥oe,
Woe, &c  whereupon those who were in our Ship. went and sat down, and same cances
then also paddled alongside bringing a present from the Xing, consisting of a
fine large pig, some coconuts and yams the bringer was he who brought the Whit\e
flag and the bark cloth, we recompensed them with an ordinmary serving dish and
a piece of copper wire, we exchanged still more coconuts, plantains, yams and a
pig &c for nails and Beads, about dusk they all left the ship, éxcept one who /
steyed on the Ship to sleep, |

On 22nd a° in the morning early a crowd of canoes again came to the ship,
with coconuts, yams; plantains, bananas, pigs and fowls which we bartered, to

wit a Young pig for a small fathom of dungaree, a hen for a nail-or a chain of

beads the cocoruts, yams, bananas & for old nails; .several women both old and

Young came to the ship, the oldest women had the little fingers cut off on both

’l'_l_gg@_s_, but the Young women not, what this signified [we] could not find out;
about " " 8 o'clock the old person of yesterday again came to the ship,
brought us 2 pigs, for which we gave him a knife decorated with a Silver band,
“with 8 to0 9 nails as honour, tock him to loock below and round the ship, also
had one of our large pieces fired, at which They were Very frightened and ran
away as‘bonished but hecause [ they] Saw that no one suffered injury therefrom,
were quickly calmed again, we presented this old man with a figured satin cloth,
‘2 hat and a shirt Which [we] put on him, about noon 32 small canoes and a large
ditto furnished with sail, and constructed just.as in the Journal of Iacocb
lamaire in No is depicted, appcared alongside our ship from which 18 sturdy
men and some womenfolk came on our ship, [they] brought, some cloths of bark,
and fruit as coconuts yams and other roots, of which we had no knowledge as
gifts wo presented, the chief of these persons with a. shirt a pair of trousers

- a small mirror and some beads, put the trousers and the shirt on his body, By
which he was Very much aaorned; among these 18 persons was a rough stout man
with a St Tomas arm, and & .Woman who by pature had a little beard on the’ mouth,
we got the under-mate of the Zechaen with his Trumpet, and one.of their sailors
with a violin to come to the ship; [we] had them together with our Trumpeter
and one of our sailors who could play on the german flute blow together, and
play, which was a surprise to them, mcamvhile (we] had some water casks put in

our and the Zeechaen's boat, in order to go with these people -following resolu-

tion, to see whether water may be obtained a_nywhei:'e here, we had a mate go in
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each boat our Skipper Tde Tiercxz. Holman and the Merchant Gilsemans, went also
with our sloop together Wlth the aged person, and he who had now come, which

pecple Would _show our men the water place, in our sloqp [we] put alsc some mus-

know what sticks in the heart therefore [we] armed our people to preven 1t mis~

chances, after our vessels had rowed . large part of the way . to +hc North east

side of this Land, [they] were brought eventuall] to three small water wells

keteers, although these people seemed well=disposed nevertheless [we] cannot i
4

where one had to scoop out the water with a Coconut shell; this water was not
suitable all gfeen and disagreeable in Colour, also so little in quantity that
even if 1t was quite good, we should get here no satisfaction these people who §
had shown our folk this place, brought them inland to a pleasure place and.deco—
rated baleije, where our men were set down on fine mats, the people brought :
there nothing but 2 coconut shells with water, one for thc chief and the other for
our Skipper, Towards the evening our peoplc returned with o Live pig, and re-
ported: that there was No appearaHEe of getting water there, on ths daj Lwe]
have_brought LO head pigs Eaeh pig for a double mediﬁm nail and a half fathom

0ld Sailcloth, and about 70 head fowls, each hen for a double medium nail &c .

some yams coconuts and other fruits For beads, In the evening there was brought
to the ship from Land, by one of/the chiefs a roasted pig, yams and other roots,
these people have no knowledge et all of tobacco or tobacco smoking, the women

ge bedecked from the middle to the knses with mats of leaves of trees, the rest

naked [they] have the hair shorter than the men folk, the men's beard is usualLy §

5_to 4 fingers' breadth long on the chin above the mouth it is fairly short;
having the moustache not longer than sbout 2 straws hroad, [we] Saw with these
people ne weapons, So that all was peace and friendship. the current does nct
go hard here the flood runs to the Southwest and the ebb to the north east,
which according to our reckoning here a Southwest moon makes, the water flows
ebeﬁt'7: to 8: feet uwp and down .

On.23rd dolin the morning we Went with Skipper Gerrit Jansz. with both.
boats and uloop to Land to dlg wellu, and to See whether one cannot here get
some water; coming to land [Wo] at once Went to the wells, 1ndlcﬂted to the
chlef that the wells must be Larger, [he] gave at once order to His people who
did that Seme for us, [he] went with us'uo the balelge had a mat spreac the;e
where we went up and sat, being placed [he] at once had Bweet milk anifcreém
served up, fresh fish all sorts of fruits Which may be obtained there in quan-
tlty, Lthey] did us great honour and frlendshlp asked us wnere [we] came from

and where wanted to.go: we] Said to them that Lwe] had been at sea, over a

hundred days, at which they were very astonished, [we] Said that |we] came there
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jor Wa‘ter, pigs, f‘owls &c,. to which they answered that they. had plenty of these,

as much as [We] wanted, [_we] got 9 casks with water, and they presented tc us

four live pigs with a number of fowls coconuts, bananas &c we presented. them in

return with 1 fathom cloth, 6 nails and 6 bundles of beads, for which they
thanked us Very much, then [we] went after with the 3 chiefs indicating to them
that we wished to leave the white flag at the baleije in token of pcace; at
whn_ch they were.very glad, [they] took the flag first one and then the othsr on
their head wanting thereby to show that they Sought nothing other than our-.
friendship, then they fastened the-flag 1;0 the baleije, as sign that [they] had

. made an alliance with us;

(Nomuka.,) . . .
e e e o ® About 2 hburs before sﬁnset cur sloop, with the tkipper and pilot
magor returned, reporting, that on coming to land, [ they] had found about 60 to
70 persons 3itting on the beach, at which They thought, almost all the menfolk

from this Island was present, Lthey] had no weapons; but seemed a good peaccful

people, for [they] found by there many women and children; o : \

a. L . . - L . . -

On Last &® in the morning. early sent the boats with cur sloop, again

for water but since the weather began to look so dark and changeable,- [we] have

. given a signal that they Sould come back; whereupon | they] came back at once,,

at ncon we to wit, I our bklpper the pilot Majory the Skipper and merchant of
the Zeehaen and the Secretary,. with both the boats and sloop went to Land, to;
go and take leave there as |we] were of intention to depart;  coming to land

many .people gathered immediately together, we asked two persons who appeared

the most mportant for the chief of the Land, who thereupcn led us into the trees,

through confined Narrow d_r‘l‘J muddied paths (since much rain had fallen conti-
nuously for one to 2 days) first [we] were brought to the South i3ide. of the Land,
where a number of Coconut trees stood planted in order next to each other, from
there [they] led us to the east side of Same land, where 6 large canoes. covered
2 together with planics and carrying masts, lay. Here also stood one to 2 small
houses which were decorated a little more than ordinarily, to wit enclosed
around with reed shoots from this place [we] proceeded to a basin or brackish’
inland water of about a mile in circuit; - after [we] had stayed here a little
time, [we] asked them again where the Aisij or Latouw (that is king or.chief in
our speech) was., They directed us to the f‘arth_er. side of this water, and since
the Sun came fairly low toward the water [we]| returned by enother way toour :

-vessels, in going there and back |[we] saw numbers of plots or gardens in which

sl
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the beds were made neatly in squares, and planted with all sorts of eafth»fruits,

the banana ahd other fruit trees in mony places and almost all stending sc
straight in-1ine" that it was a pleasure to behold, giving from It all round a
lovely pleasant aroms &and odour, &0 that in this people (who had the form of
o man but inhuman Morals and customs) alsc men's ingenuity appeared, about 2
nours before the setting of the Sun |[we] came back on board, ‘these islands lie
in the averaged longitude 185 miles more easterly than the islends of walamon,
and by my estimate 230 miles sast of the easternmost lslands of Salamon - of
religion or God's service, these people know nothing, {nor] have also any idols
images or other heathen relics, nor clergy, none the less ]_”chey1 are supersti-
tious, since I have seen that one of these persons took up & water snake, which
came drifting past His canoe, laid it reverently on His head and then Put it

badk in the water, they also kill no flies (which are here in great plenty and

- trouble them enough) however many of the Same Sit on the body, it happened whil

we lay here, that our mate (by chance) killed a fly and that in the sight, of

cne of these chiefs, at which this men showed anger these people have on this
Island no king or leader [they] Lre alsc wholly without government, even sc they
know of wrong and punish, the culprits, but this punishment doés not happen by
law; but by the innocent Generally this [we] have observed when we were getting
water and one of these persons, had stclen one of our pikes with which he ran
into the'trees, which we taw and over This showed anncyance; the others perceiv-
ing the Same ran after him, brought us the pike a little later on the way, and
puniéhed the wrongdoer or thief thus they toof an old coconut and bea® with it
on his back, until the nut burst; whether thig is ordinarily their custom, or

whether it happened only for our wish |[we] Could not know.
12]

| ENGIISH FEXPIORFRS RECORD THEIR OBSERVATIONS 47674777

) (1) Niuatoputapu and Tafahi as seen by Captain Wallig 1767 -

41 dccount of the Voyages. undertaien by the Order of His Present

Majesty for uaklng Discoveries in the Southern Hemisphere, and success-—
fully performed by COMMODORE BYRON, CAPTAIN WiLLIS, CiPTAIN CuR ERET,
and CiPTAIN COOK, in the. DOLPHIN, th» SWALLOW . an.c'l the ENDELVOUR: Drawn -
up from the JOURNALS which were kept by the several COMMANDERS, and from
the Papers of JOSEPH BANKS, ‘esq; By JOHN HAWKESWORTH, LL.D. 1n ’Ihree
Volumes. . Volume I, Lo-ndon.‘ MDCCLXXIII, ~ppeiS2-49l,.] o

Ve con'tlnued to’ steer cur course westward, till da,j—brcak on the 43th
of August, when we saw land bearlng W. by S, and hauled towards it, 4t 94 o'clock

in the forenoon, we saw more land in the WS, At noon, the first land that
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which proved to be an 1sland bore W, =S, d_lstant about f:Lve leagues,

we saw,
f; the middle of the other lana Wthh was -

and had the appearance of a sugar lea
also an island, and appeaved in a peak, bore W.S.W. dlstant six leagueu. To
the first, Wthh is nearly crrcular, the, three miles over, I gave the name of
| BOXC..EN'S ISLAND; and the other, Wthh is three miles and a half long, and. two
broad, I called KESPEL'S ISIE. - Port Royal at this time bore E. W 10" 3, dis=

tant 47 leagues.

‘ it two o'clock, being about two miles dis’ca;nt from Boscawen's Island.,
we saw several of the inhabitants; but Keppel's 1s1e belng to windward, and
c:opee.r:a_ng more lz_kcly to afford us anchorage, we hauled up for it. &t s:.;:, 1;t
was not more than -a mile and an half dlstant and, with our glasses, we saw
many of the 1nhab1tants upon the beach; but there being breakers at a consider-

able distance from the shore, we stood of and on all night.

At four o'clock the ﬁext morning, we sent off the bc:afs to sound, and
visit the island- _and as soon as 1t was llght we ran down and lay over-against
the mlddlb of it. 4t noon, the boats returned, and repcrted that they had run
mthln a cable's length of the island, but could find no ground: that seeing
a reef’ of rocks lie off it, they had hauled round it, and got into a .large deep
bay whlch was full of rooks' that they then f‘ounded without the pay, and found
anchorage from 14 to 20 fathom with a bottom of sanl and . croal that after—
wards they went agaln into the bay, and round a rivulet of good water, but the
shore being rook.‘y, \vent in search of a better iandlng—place which they found -
about half a mile farther and went ashore. They reported also, that from the
water to this landing-place, a good rolling-way might be made for supplying the
ship, but that a strong guard would be necessary, to prevent molestation from
the 1nhab1tants. hey saw ‘no-hogs, but brought “off " two fowls and some cocoa=
nuts, plant'u.ns and bananas._ iihile the boats were on shore two cances came
up to them with six men: they seemed to be peaceably :Lnollned ancl were much
the same klnd of people as the 1nhab1tants of King George's Island, but ‘they

were clothed in a kind of.‘ matt:n.ng, and the first joint of the:.r little :E‘:Lngers
had been teken" off; " at tm, sa.me time. about rifty more came down from the
oountry,' to withino about an’ hundred yards of them, -but would advance. no farther.
Then our people had mado what observatlons they could, they put off, and three

of thc natives from the ca.noes came into one of the boats s but when she got
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1, which wagf ghout half a mile from the shore, they all suddenly jumped overboard and swam

jues, To pack agein,
& name ©
ongy and Having received this account, I considered that the watering here

0' . Ais<} yould be tedious, and attended with great fatigue;: thet it was now the depth
of winter in the southern hemisphere, that the ship was leaky, that the rudder
chook the stern very much, and that what other déL“ﬂge she might have recceived
n's Island, in her bottom could not be known,. That for these reasons, she was very unfit
ard, and for the bad weather which she would certainly meet Witﬁ either in going round
it six, it § cape Horn, or through the Stfeight of Magellan: 1511at if she should get safely
we saw through the Streight, or round the Cape, it would be absolutely necessary for
a considers her to refresh in somé port, but in that case no port would be in her reach; ' ;
| I therefore determined to make the best of my way to Tinian, Batavia, and so |
. to Europe by the Cape of Good Hope, By this rout, as far as we could Judge,
sound, andg we should sooner be at home; and if the ship should prove not to be in a con=

dition to make the whole voyage, we should still save our lives, as from this

over—-againéf
ey had run‘,‘:, place to Batavia we should probably have a calm sea, and be not far from a port,
2t ‘seeing | . o B | . |
large deeé In consequence of this resolution, at noon I bore away, and passed ‘
, and f’oundi- Boscawen's Island without visiting it. 1t is a high round island, abounding in
at after- wood, and full of pesople; but Keppel's Isle is by far the largest and the

r, but the best of the two. : )

rzey‘ found v
b from the. | Boscawen's Tsland lics in latitude 45° 50' S. longitude 175 W. and

splying thef Keppel's Isle in latitude 150 55' 8, longitude 1750 3 W

tion from
pe cocoa- § !
168 came |
rere much ‘
ut they Cee [PRPE R
le fingers '
1 the
no farther. ' ' : !
i

. and three §

the got




2:\ Ceok's -couments during his firss visit  4773=177h.
 [A Voyage towards the South Pole, and round the World. Performed
in His Majesty's ships the RESOLUTION and ADVENTURE, in the years
177242773517 14,-and 1775, Viritten by James Cook, Commander of
_the RESOLUTION, Vol,1, ILondon 1777.] -

Saturady 21st Ogtober 1773. = p.202.

"fe were no sooner seated in the house, than the eldest of the priests
began a speech or prayer, which was first directed to thé Afiatouca, and then
to me, 'and alternately. When he addressed me, he paused at every sentence, till
I gave a nod of spprobation, I, however, did not understand one single word
he said., At times, the old gentleman seemed.to be at a loss what to say; or
perhaps his memory failed him; for, every now and then, he was prompted by'
one of the other priests who sat by him, Both during this prayer and the

former one, the people were silent, but not attentive, At this last place we

made but a short stay. Our guides conducted us down to our boat, and we re-

turned with Aftago to our ship to dimner, We had no sonnér got on boai'd, then

“d. = P
ARSI R P S A

an old gentleman came alongside, who I understand from Attago, was ‘some king

or great man, He was, accordingly, ushered on board; when I presented him
with such things as he most valued (being the only method .to make him my friend)
and seated him at table to dinher; We now saw that he was a man of consequence;
for Attago would not sit down and eat before him, but got to the other end of
the table; and, as the old chief was almost blind, he sat there, and eat with
his back towards him., After the old man had eaten a bit of fish and drank two
glasses of wine, he returned ashore, As soon as Attago had seen him out of

the ship, he came and took his place at the table, finished his dinner, and
drank two glasses of Wine.' When dinner was over, we all went ashorc, where we
found the old chief, who presented me with a hog; and he and some others,

took a walk with us into the country." .

I I RN I

Wednesday, October 1773. ’

MMy friend Attago having visited me again next morning, as usual,
brought with him a hog, and assisted me in purchasing several more. Afterwards

we went ashore; visited the old king, with whom we staid till noon; then

£
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returned on board to dinner, with Attago, who never once left me, Intending to
gail the next morning, I made up a present for the o0ld king, and carried 1t on
shore in the evening. “As soon as I landed, I was told by the officers who were
on shore, that a far greater man than any we had yet seen was come to pay us &
visit., Mr. Pickersgill knformed me that he had seen him in the country, and

found that he was a man of some consequence, by the extraordinary respect paid

him by the people, Some, when they approached him, fell on their faces, and put

their head between their feet; and no one durst pass him without permission,

Mr. Pickersgill, and another of the gentlemen, took hold of his arms , and
conducted him down to the landing-place, where T found him seated with so much

sullen and stupid gravity, that notwithstanding what had been told me, [ really

took him for an ideot, whom the ~eople, from some superstitious notions, were
E] P P 3 u.p 2

ready to worship, I saluted and spoke to him; but he neither answered, nor

took the least notice of me; nor did he alter a single feature in his counte-
nance, This confirmed me in my opinion, and I was just going to leave him,

when one of the natives, an intelligent youth, undertook to undeceive me; .which
he did in such a manner as left me no room %O doubt. that he was the king, or
principal man on the island. Accordingly I made him the present I intended for
the ‘old chief, which consisted of a shirt, an ax, a piece of red cloth, a looking-
glass, some nails, medals, and beads, He received these things, or rather
suffered them to be put vpon him, and laid down by him; without losing a bit of

his gravity, spesking one word, or turning his head either to the right or left;

. - sitting the whole time like a statue; in which situation I left him, to return

on board; and he soon after retired, I had not been long on board before word
was brought me that a quantity of provisions had come from this chief. A boat
was sent to bring it from the shore; and it consisted ef about twenty baskets
of roasted banances, sour bread and vams, and a roasted pig of about twenty
pounds weight, Mr, Eﬂdgcum'be and his party were just reimbarking, when these
were brought to the waterside, and the bearers said it was a present from the
Areeke, that is the king of the island, to the Areeke of the ship‘ Aft'erﬁ.his
T was no longer to doubt the dignity of this sullen chief, ;

Thursday 7th; chobef 17730 = P.207

Early in the morning of the 7th, while the ships were unmooring, I

went ashore with Captain Furneaux and Mr, Forster, in order to make some return

to the king for his last night's present, We no sooner landed than we found




20

Attago of whom we 1nqu1red ‘for the klng, whose neme was X ohaghee-too—l?‘allahgoug

He aooordlngly uridertook to conduct us to him; but, whether he mistook the man
we Wan‘ced or was ignorant where he was, T know not., Certain it is , that he took
" us wrong road ifi which he had not gone far before he stopped; and after some
1ittTe conversation between him and another man, we returned back, and

presently after,” the king appeared with very few a ’ctendan’cs,~ 4is soon as Attago

éaw him coming, he sat down under a tree, and desired us to do the same. The

kirig seated himself on a rising ground, about twelve or fifteen yards from us:
here we sat facing one another for some minutes. I waited for Attago to shew us
‘the wey; ~ but seeing he did not rise, Ceptaln Furneaux and I got up, went and
saluted the king, and sat down bj him., ¥#e then presented him with a white shlrt
(which we put on his back) a few yards of red cloth, a brass kettle, a saw, two
large spikes, three looking-glasses, & dozen of medals, and some strings of

" beads. All this time he sat with the some sullen stupid gravity as the day

before; he even did not seem to see or know What we were ‘about; his arms
appe"ared iﬁunoveable at his sides; he did not so much as ralse them When we put
on the shirt. I told him, both by words and signs, that we were go:Lng to leave
his islazid; he scarcely made the least answer to this, or any other thing, W
cither said or did, We, therefore, got up and took leave; but I yet remained

near him, to observe his actions. " soon after, he entered into conversation with

Attago and an old woman, Whom we took to be his mother, I did not understand
any part of the conversat:.on, 1t however made him laugh, in spite of his assumcd %
gravity. I say assumed, because 1t exceedzd every thing of the k:.ng, Ierer saw; %
and therefore think it could not be his real d_lsposn.”clon (unless he was an ideot
indeed) as thesé islanders, like all the others we had lately v1s:.ted ‘have a
great deal of levity; and he was in the prime of life, At last, he rose up,

and refired with his mother and two or three more,

Attago conducted us to another circle, where were seated the aged
chief and several respectable old persons of both sexes; among whom Was the |

priest, who was generally in company with this chief. We observed that this

reverend father could walk very well in a morning; but, in an evening, was
obliged to be led home by two people. By this we concluded, that the giice of a5 1

the pepper-root had the same effect upon him, that wine and othc:r strong l:Lquors

have on Europeans who drink a large portion of them, It is very certain, that
these old people seldom sat down without preparmé & bowl of this l:Lquor,' which

is done in the same manner as at Ulietea. We, however, must do them the justice
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to believe, that it was mesant tg“ﬁreat usi, nevertheless, the greatest part, if
not the whole, gener lly fell to’ ‘their share. I was not Well prepared to take
leave of thls Chlef hav1ng exhausted almost all our store on the other, How-
ever, after rummaging our pockets, and trea su:y ba Ag, Whloh was always carried wit
me wherever I went, we made up a tolerable present, both for him and his friends,
This old chief had an air of dlanlty about him that commanded respeot which +he
other had not. He was grave, but not sullen; Would crack a doke, talk on
indifferent subjects, and endeavour to understand us and be understood himself,
During this visit, the old priest repeated a short prayer or speech, the purport
of which we did not understand. Indeed he would freqpentlf, at other tlmes,
break out in prayer; but I never saw any attention paild to hlm by any one
present, After a stay of near two hours, we took leave, and returned on board,
with Attago and two or three more friends, who staid and breakfasted'w1th us;

after which they were dismissed, loaded with presents,?

L SR R B N T

Qctober 1773, -~ P.222
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"I have frequently mentioned a King, which implies ‘the government
being in a single person, without knowing for oertaln whether it is so or not,
Such an one Was however, p01nted out to us; and we had no reason to doubt it,
From this, and other olrcumstanoes, I am of opinion that the government is much
like that of Otaheite: that is, in a king or great'ohief, who is here called

ureehe with” other chlefs under him, Who are lords of certain districts, end

perhaps sole proprletors, to whom the people seem to pay great obedience, I
also observed a third rank, who had not a little authority over the common people;

my friend Attago was one of these., I am of opinion that all the land on Tonga-

tabu is private property, and that there are here, as at Otaheite, a set of

people, who are servants or slaves, and have no property in land., Tt is unrea son—

able to suppose every thing in common in a country so highly oultlvated as this,
Interest being the greatest spring which animates the hand of 1ndustry few
would toil in cultivating and planting the land if they did not expect to reap
the fruit of their labour; - were it otherwise, - the industrious man would be 1n o
worse state than the idle sluggard, I frequently saw parties of gik eight, or
ten people, brlng down to the landing-place, fruit and other thlngs to dlspose of

where One person, a man .or woman, superintended the  sale of the whole N0 ex-

Chunges were made but with his or her consent;  and, whatever we gave in exchenge
was elways given them, which, I think plainly shewed them to be the owrners of -

the goods, and the others no more than servants,"

L
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(iii) Ceorge -
. Voyage Round the ¥ forld, in Hisg Brltannlc Majesty's Sloop,
: REbOLU TON, commanded by Capt. Jj ES COCK, during the years 177&
3 L, and 5. By GEORGE FORr WTER, F.R.S. . In Two Volumes, Vol.q.
“Tondon, MDOCLXXVII. pp. 428—1,44.] : '

e soon left the landlnD place, and followed the chief, who invited us

up into the cou_ntry. The ground from the water's side rose somewhat steep for

ttened into a beautiful green lawn, surrounded
4t the bottom

fz,w yurds ,  above which it fla

’ by tull trees and tufted shrubberies, and cpen only to the sea. .

T of _Lt which might be about one hundred yards from the landing=placc, we saw a

very neat well-looking houoe, of which the roof sloped down within two fect of

the ground. ¥e advanced across the delightful green, which was sC smcoth that

"it put us in mind of the flnest spots in England, and were entreated to sit
which was most elecrantly laid out W:i.th mats of the best work-

moveable partition of wicker—-work standing

dovn in the house,

manship. In one cornevlof it we saw 2
upright, and, from the signs of " the natives collected, that it separated their
bed-place. The rocf, sloping down on all sides, was formed of .2 g_reatnumbcrm

spars and round sticks very firmly ccnnected, and covered with a sort of matting

made of banana leaves. .
We were no sooner scated in the house, surrbunded by a considerable

humbér of natives, not less than a "hundred, than two or threo of the women wel-

comed us with a song, which, though exceed;ngly simple, haﬂ & very plea51ng

cffect, and was hlghly musical when compared to the Taheltldl’l songs. ~ They beat

time to it by snapplng the second flnger and thumb, and holdlng the thrée re-

maining fingers upright, Their volces were very sweet and mellow, and thu_)r
sung in parts. When ‘they had done they were relieved by otha,ru, who qung the

-zame tune, and at last they joined together in chorus.

_ The kindness of the people was expressed in every look and. gesture ,
"and they f‘reeiy A__offered us some coco-nuts, of which we found the -liguor very
pala’cablé. e were likewise regaled with 2. most. delicious perfume in this place,
which the breeze wafted towards us. It was ayconsiderable time before we dis-
cgverecl_ from whencé ;’Lt proceeded; but.at last having looked at some shady trees
at the back of the house, we perceived they were. of the lemon tribe, and covered

with beautiful branches of white flowers, which spread this fragrant smell, The
new to be of the kind call-

natives soon brought us some- of the fruits, which we k
ed shaddocks in the West-Indies, -and pomplemoses at Batav:.a and the adjecent

Bast~Indian :lees. Their shape was perfectly globular, +helr size almost as




“door was so contrlved a

where we saw a number ©

|

* therefore, and other roots, together*rlth bananas,

large as a child'§ head, and thelr taste extremely pleasant .
we tock notice of a fence or enclosure made

On both sides of the lawn

of reeds, dlagonally plalt :d in an elegant taste.
hang on a rcpe 1nstead of hlnges, gave admlttanCc into a

" A door, whlch con51sted of

several boards, " and was

plantatlon on each 51de.' e sep“ratcd in order to examine this bcauulful coun-

tny, and at every 9tep ‘had reason to bc well plcased with our discoveries, The
s to shut aftcr us without any a531otance and the en=-

closures were over-run w1th climbers, and especially a blndrweed hav1ng f‘loweru

~of a beautiful sky-blue. The prospect now changcd into an extensive garden,

f tufted shaddock-trees, tall coco=palms, many bananas,

ond a few bread-fruit trees., In the midst of this spot the path led us to a
e that on the lawn, surrounded by a great variety nf shrubs
We roamed through these bushes, |

dwelling=house, 1lik
in blossom, whose fragrance filled the air.

and collected a variety of plants which we had mever met with in the Society

Isles, The ‘inhebitants seemed to be of a more active and in dstrious disposition
than those of Taheitee, ‘and instead cf folldwing us in great crouds wherever we

went, left us entirely by ourselves, unless we entreated them to accompany us.

Tn that case we could venture to go with our pockets opem,
hey set so great a value that they could not always resist

unless we had nails

in them, upon which t
We passed through more than ten adgacent plantations or gardens,

ccmmunlcatlng with each other by means of the doors
of which the

the temptation.
scparated.by'cnclostros,
before menticned. 1n each of them we commonly met with a house,

inhabitants were absent. Their atten+1on to separate their property seemed to

argue a higher degree of civilization than we had expected, Their arts, manu-

¢ were all more cultivated, ccmpllcated and clegant tnan at
or rather lwwury, of the

factures, and musl
the Society Islends. But, in return, the opulence,
Taheitians seemed to be much greater, We saw but few hogs and fowls here,

that great support of life, the bread—tree, appeared to be very scarce.
are their principel artlcles

and

Yams,

of diet. Their clothing too, compared to that of Taheltee, was less plentiful,
or at least not converted into such an artlcle of luxu:y as at that 1s1and

Lastly, their houses though neatly constructed and alwaya placed in a fragrant

shrubbery, were less roomy and comvenient. VWe made these reflectlons as we

advanced towards the landing place where several hundred natives were assembled;

and their appearance immediately struck us with the idea, that if they did not
enjoy so great a profusion of the gifts of nature as the Taheitians, those gifts

were perheps distributed to all with greater equality. ~We advanced among them,

and were accosted with caresses by old and young, by men and women. They hugged

S o




wsme v

21c

very heartily, and frequently kissed our hands; laying them on their breast, with
the most expressive loocks of affection that can be imagined. The general stature
of the men was equal to our middle size, from five feet three to five feet ten

inches. The proportions of the body were very fine, and the contours of the

limbs extremely elegant, though something more muscular than at Taheitee, which

may be owing to & greater and more constant exsrtion of strength in their agri~

culture and economy, Their features were extremely mild and pleasing, and diff-

ered from the Taheitian faces, in belng more oblong than round; the nosc sharper,

and the lips rather thinner. Their hair was generally black and strongly curled,
and the beard shaven or rather clipt by means of a couple of sharp muscle shells,
(mytili.) The women were, in general, a few inches shorter than the men, but
not S0 srri;:;ll as the lower class of women at Taheitee and the Society Isles. Their
'bod;y was exquisitely proportioned down to the walst, and their hands and arms
were to the full as delicate as those of the Teheitian women; but 1like them
they had such large feet and legs as did not harmonize with the rest. Their
features, though wi;chout regularlty, were as agreeable as we had in 'gener:al ob--'
served them at the Society Isles; but we recollected many ix}dividuals there,
especially of the principal families, to0 which none of these could be éomg;ared.
The complexion of both sexes here was the same , & light chesnut-brown, which hac
commonly the eppearance of perfect health. That difference of qolour and corpu~
lence, by which we immediately distinguished the ranks at.Taheifee , was not to
be met with in this island. The chief, who had visited us.on board and accom-
panied us to the shore, was in nothing different from the common people, not
oven in his dress; it was ohly from the obedience which was paid to his orders
that we concluded his quality. '

The immense quantity of arms belonging to the natives, correspended
‘very ill with the pacific disposition, which had strongly shone ‘x.:hrough. thelr
whole behaviour towards us, . and which still manifested itself in their readi-

ness to dispose of them. It is probable that they have sometimes quarrels

amongst themselves, or wage war with the neighbouring islands, put we could by
no means discover any thing from their conversation or signs, which might have

served to throw s light on this subject.




N The next mornlng eax-ly the captaln Went on shore ‘with us, ancl ‘present-
ed the ch:_ef w:.th a vque'by of garden - seeds, yplalnlng by signs how useful
they would prove to him, This was as yet our only mode of conversation, though
we-had picked up & mumber of words,. which, by the help of the principles of uni-
versal grammar, and the idea of dialects, we eas:_ly perceived had a great affi-
nity with the language spoken 2t Taheitee and the Society Isles. O=-Mai and
Mahine (or O-Hedeedee,) the o natives of Raietea and Borabora who embar&ed

with us, at first declared that the language. was totally new and vnintelligible

to them; however, when.we explained to them the af‘flnlty of several

presently caught the peculiar modification of this dialect, and conversed: much
petter with the natives than we could have done after a long intercourse with
them, They were extremely well pleased with this country, but soon perceived
its defects, and told us there was but scanty provision of ‘bread-fruit, few hogs
and fowls ,' and no dogs, which was really the case. In returny however, they

1iked the abundance of sugar-canes and of intoxicating pepper, of which the

drink had been offered to captain Cook.

As soon as the captains had delivered their prééent, they.re'turned
to the ships, and the chief came on board with us. Our anchor was weighed,
our sails were spread to the wind, and we forsook this happy island when we had

scarce discovered 1ts beauties. The chief, after selling a number of fish~hooks

for nails and beads, hailed one of the cances which were passing by,

us with looks which spoke his friendly, open diéposition. '

21 d

words, they

and left
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(iv) Gom,rnr%nu and E.CU'lll’l_LaLI‘O tion of law o5 sconl by Cook in 1771

(4 Voyage tO the Pacific Ocean; Undertaken by command of His Majesty, for i
making Discoveries in the Northern Hemisphere: performed under the direction ! who
of Ceptalns Cook, Clerke, and Gore, in the years 1776, 1777, 1778, 1779,

1780, . Newcastle. 1790 pp.215~220.]

"The island of fongqtaboo is d1v1ded 1nto numerous dlstricts; each of

which has its peculiar chief, who. dlstributes justice, and decides disputes ?é %
w#ithin his own territory. Most of these chleftalns have estates in other islands, Wheﬂ
shence they procure supplies. The king, at stated tﬁges, receives the product of ii:s
his distant domains at Tongatsboo, which.is not only usuel place of his residence, the
put the abode of most persons of distinction among these islands. 1ts 1nh;b1tants
frequently call.it the Lend of Chiefs, and stigmatize the sube;agnate isles with ‘l zzz;
the appellation of Lands of Servants. . _ - J
The Ghiefs are styled by the peopwe lords of the earth and also of 3 of ;
the sun and sky. The royal Iamlly assume the name of Futtafalhe from the god j bec
distinguished by “that appellatlon, who is probably con31dered by them as the;r = he -
tutelary patron., The king's peculiar title is oimply Teoee Tonga. The order b ons!
and decorum dbserved in his presence, and 1ikewise in that of the chiefs, are ? ih%
truly admirable, Whenever he sits down, all the attendants seat themselves % and
before him, forming a semlolrcle, and leav1ng a suff1c1ent space between then out
and him, into which no one, unless he has partlcular bus1ness, presumes to come. 'i L
Nor is any one suffered to fit or pass behind him, or even near hlm w1thouu ‘his ﬁ; |
permission. When a person wishes %o speak to his magesty, he comes forward, i f
end having seated himself before him, delivers in a few words what he has to say; ;; hun
then, after being favoured with an answer, retires. If the king speaks to any »ﬁ be
one, the latter gives an answer from his sest, unless he is to receive an order; é% kiy
ip which case he rises from his place, and seats himself cross-legged before his i in
majesty, To speak to the king standing, would here be considered as a glaring iti
merk of Tudsness. . ' 3 for
% if
None of the most civilized nations have ever exceeded these islanders 4 de;
in the great order and regularity maintained on every occasion, in ready and 2 eaJ
submissive compliance with the commands of their chiefs, and in the perfect ;’ an
harmony. that subsists among all ranks., Such a behav1ourME;BEEestEWIteeif in ;é PA

a remarkable manner, whenever their chiefs haranguc a body of them assembled 4
{ o

together, which frequently happens. The greatest attention and most profound

silence are observed during the harangue; and whatever might have been the




purport of the oration, we never saw a single instance when any one of those

who were present shewed signs of his being displeased, or seemed in the least

inclined to dispute the declared will of the speaker.

It is a peculiar privilege annexed to the person of the king, not to
be punctured, nor circumcised, or rather supercised, as all his subjects are,

Whenever he walks out, all who meet him must sit down till he has passed, No

person is suffered to be over his head; but, on the contrary, all must come under

his feet., The method of doing homage to him, and the other chiefs, is as follows:
the person who is to pay obeisance, squats down before the great personage, and

bows. the head down to the sole of his foot, which he taps or touches with the

under and upper side of the fingers of eech hand; then rising up, he retires,
We had reason to think, that his majesty cannot refuse any one who is desirous
of paying him this hdmage, which is called by the nqtives’ﬁéf%éﬁoea;_ fof the
people would frequently think proper to shew him these mafks'of submission when

he was walking; and he was on those occasions obliged to stop, and hold up

ore of his feet behind him, till they had performed this respectful ceremony,

This, to  so corpulent and wwieldy a man as Poulaho, must have been painful

and troublesome; and we have sometimes seen him endeavour, by ruming to get

out of the way, So to reach a convenient place for sifting down,"

c ° o * o E o < L] L3 *

"The word téboo has a great latitude of signification, They call -

human sacrifices tangata taboo; and when any particular thing is prohibited to

be eaten or made use: of, they say it is taboo, They informed us, that if the
king should go into a house belonging to one -of his subjécts, that house would

in consequence become taboo, and could never be again inhabited by the owner of
it; so that wherever his majesty travels there are houses peculiarly assigned
for his accommodation. At this time 0ld fggggu presided over the %aboo; that is,
if Omai did not misunderstand those who gave him the intelligence, he and his
deputies had the inspection of all the produce of the island, taking care that
each individual should cultivete and plant his quota, and directing what should
and what should hot be ecaten. By so prudent a regulation, they take effectual
Precautions against a famine; sufficient ground is employed in raising provisions:

and every article is secured from unnecessary consumption., By another good

regulation, "an officer of rank is. appointed to superintend the police, This

it

department was administered while we continued among them, by Feenou, whose
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bus:_ness (as we were informed) it was, to punish all delinquents: ‘'he was also
generullsslmo or commander in chief of the forces of the islands. Poulaho

hlmself declared to us, that if he should become a bad man, Feenou would dethrone .f"

and kill him; by which he doubtless meant, that if he neglected the duties of

his high station, or. frovc,rned in a menner that would prove pregud:.clel to the

public welfare, Feenou would be desired by the other chiefs, or by the collective
body of the people3 to depose him from his sovereignty, and put hlm to death.

4 monarch. thus subgect to controul and punishment for abuse of power, cannot

Justly be deemed a despotic prince.

EPR A RPIIIh

When we take into consideration the number of islands of which this
state consists, and L,he distance at which some of them are removed from the seat
of government attempts to throw off the yoke of subjection might be apprehended,

But they 1nfonned us, that this circumstance never ha'_ppenuo One reason of their

not being -thus embrolled in domestic commotions may be this; that all the.princi- x
pal chiefs take up thelf residence at Tongataboo, They also secure the dependence
of the other 1sles by the decisive celerity of their operatlons, for if a
seditious and popular man should start up in any of them, Feenow, or whoever
happens to hold his offiee, is immediately dispatched thither to put him to

death; by which means they extinguish an insurrection while it is yet in embryo,

The different classes of their chiefs seemed to be nearly as numerous
as améng us; but there are few, comparatively spealting, ‘tha‘E are lords of exten~
sive districts of territory., It is said, that - when a person of property dies,
all his possessions devolve on the ‘soverel ign; but that it is customary to give
them to the eldest—son of the deceased, with this condition annexcd, that he i
should provide out of the estate for the other children, ﬁThe crown ig hereditary;

and we know, from a particular circumstance, that the Futtafaihes, of which
family is Poulaho, have reigned in a direct line for the space of at least.one
hundred and thitty-five years, which have elapsed between our present visit to
these islands and Tasman's discovery of them, Upon our inquiring of them ‘
whether any traditional ascount of the arrivel of Tasman's ships .had been pre-~
served among them till this time, we found:that this history had been delivered
down. to- them from their ancestors, with great accuracy: for they said that his
two shi'ps'resembled ours, and also mentioned the place where they had lain at
anchor,  their having continued but a few. deys, and their quiting that station to
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go to Annamooka; and for the purpose of informing us how Jlong ago this affair
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had happened, they communiceted to us the name of the Futtafaihe who reigned at
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that time, and those who had succeeded him in the sovere:.gnty, down to Poulaho,
who is the fifth monarch since that periods = )

It might naturally be :Lmaglned that the present soverelgn of the
Frlendly Isles had the h:.ghest rank of any person in his. dominions. ' But we found
it to be othexw:.se- for L;%ééiojibgoloo, who has been already mentioned, and three
Women, are superior in some respects to Poulaho himself, These great personages
are d:.s‘blngulshed by the title of Ta.mma.ha which implies a chief; - When we made-
1nqu:Lr'y concerm.ng them, we were informed that the late king, father of Poulaho,
left behind him a slster of equal rank, and older than himself; that she by a
mtlve of Fééaee had a son and two daughters; and that thesé three persons, as

well as théir mother, are of higher rank than the king. . We endeavoured to dis- -

" cover the reason 6f this pre~eminence of the Tammahas, but without ef'fec’c The

/' LA k_._{/d_
mother and one of her daughters, named Tooeela~kaipa, reside at Vavaoo. The

other daughter, called Moungoula~kaipa, and Latoolibooloo the sowm, dwell at
Tongataboo, Mouhgoulé.—kéipa iz the lady who has been mentioned as having dined
with Capt. Cook on the 2lst of June, La_‘toolibooloo was supposed by his country-

. Eva
men to be disordered in his senses. At Eooa, or Middleburg, they ‘shewed us a '

conslderable quant:.’qy of land, which was said to be his property; and we " saw

there a son of his , a child who was honoured with the same title that his father
enjoyed," o

(v) The observations of Cook's Afss:r.s‘t"nt %urgeon 1773.
[Ellis, W, 4An Authentic Narrative of a Voyage performed by Captain
Cook and Captain Glerke, in his Majesty's ships RESCLUTION and -
DISCOVERY, during the years 1776, 1777, 1778 1779, and 1780; in
search of a North-¥est Passage behveen the Cont:.nonts of Asia and -
America. Including a faithful Account of all their Discoveries,
and .the unfortunate Death of Captain COOK, TIllustrated with a
CHART and a Variety of CUTS, By W, ELLIS, assistant surgeon to
both vessels. The. Second Edition, Vol.1. London, MDCCLXXXTII.

. pP-6D—69, 113-17. 1

Having got up our anchors, we again made sail, and on the 6th ,' at three
in the afternoon, anchored .off Anamooka, about three guarters of a mile from
shore, .

One-of Captain Cook's.reasons for stoping here a second time, was to
look at some melons and cucumbers, the seeds of which he had planted soon after

our arrival din May; but to his great regret they were in a very poor state,

having béen:nearly destroyed by vermin,




25 a

The day after our seccond arfival here, we were 1nformed that ‘another’
sreat man from Tonga-Taboo, or.imsterdam, was arrived, whose name 'v}éx's“'}"ata;ec—
Powlahow. This gentleman soon after came on board; he was sbove the middle
size, excecding.fat,:and appeared to be about f’orty. hls att =ndaiiﬂ:é’ were numer-
ous, and therc was.not one of them b'U.‘C told us b]'la.,u thls man was the rcal klng
of Tonga-Taboo, Anamooka, Heppi, and in short all the :leands Whluh we hefore
supposed Feenow king of,. This strange ccount suxprlscd us a rrood deal, as
every bedy had taken it. for granted that Feenow was sover61gn, evr—r;y mark of
respect and submission being paid him, and how to account for the usurpatlon (ifA
such it was) of this man, was a circumstance we could not rcaJ.lly succeedcd in,

Feenow had gone. the day before our departwc from Happi, t0 a neighbour-
ing island called Vaavow, from which he was to return at the end of three days,

with a large stock of red feathers and vo.rlous Oohel" things., The time elapsed,

but no Feenow appearcd. - This circumstance, though it did not str:.ke us'tlien,
gppeared against him now with double force, and gave us great reason to suopo
that our -old friend had really assumed a tit lc to which he had no right, and thot
in fact he was absent for ro other reas.on, but to avo:.d an :Lntcrer with
Powlahow, in the course of which all his consequence must fall to the ground.
Powlahow, during his stay on board, paid Q:reat attention to the
different parts of the ship, and, amongst other questicns, asked us What we came
to these islands for? Hé said, we appeared to be in.want of nothing, and that
we all looked' '\veil and’in hea'ith 5 A question of th:Ls kind came Sso unsuspected
that at first the baptaln Was at o loss ywhat reply to make ;7 but recollectlng
himself, he told h:Lm he camo there by the order :of his K:Lng, vv'ho was a great and
mighty prince, and Was des:.roue of‘ enteri ng intc a league of. frlendshlp with himg
that there‘v}ab a large stock ol‘mtchets; knives, beads , red cloth &c. on beoard,
which he would barter with him for hogs, and such artlclcs~c. “the J.sla_nd produced,
This answer satisfied him very well, and, at the desire of the Captain, he went
dowm with h:un into the great cabin, where he received a present suitable to his
rank, and then went or board his canoe very much pleased. _. - .
The next morning Feenow arrived, and in the presence of some of our '
gepﬁiemen, who by chance were ‘with Powlehow, acknowledged him as his superlor,
and paid him the homdge of a subject, but with a. countenance so express:.ve of

shame, that’ eve’ry ‘one who saw him felt for and pitied him, TFeenow's concluct

was however natural enough; for most people are anxious to a_ppccr gre,e. er "chan
they really are, espccially if they are- likely to gain any thing by it, which

most probably was the case with him; and in this respect it answered his purposc
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very well, for he received many presents on that account, which otherwise would

not have been given him, We found, however, that though he wes not king, he was
one of the principal men, and general:.ss:.mo of the king's forees, and upon all

occasions led them out to bat'ble.

w & e & kB k%

// The form of government with respect to its foundation 1s mucn the same
as at the Society Isles; but it is carried on with much greater order and regu-
larity, and a supemor degree of respect is shewed to the king, No one dares ic
address him Wlthout first paying him homage, which is done by kneeling down and
bowing the head to his feet, which the person afterwards gently teps once with
the fingers and knuckles of each hand, after which he seats himself at a distance,

and then proceeds to relate his business; The agees always sit at a distance,

Formlng, a semi-circle, the king being in front with four or five of his attendan
behind him, and general'l ¥y an old woman near him, w:Lth a fan,

. The crown is hcredltary, and has been in the present family for Tive
[-enerations. Thc klng 8 authorltJ, thouoh ‘ab olute in almost ever:y respect, is
still in some measure curbed by rgenow and Tugow the former, s Powlahow . told
us, could d.lspossess him of his throne, and kill him, if he was a bad man, By
which he probably meant, that if he neglected the duty of his station, or acted
in a mennexr that would prove prejudicial "to the good or welfare of the s’cate,
Peenow could lawfully depose and kill him. Tubow is likewise a man of the first
consequence " his business is to inspect the wgnuah taboo, that is to examine the
state of‘ the 1elands with respect to their produce, and if there is a pI‘OO&bll.,L’L’
of any one spec:Le.; of prov:.smn falling short (v‘Vthh sometimes is the case,
particularly Wnen the season proves dry), he is to  taboo it, or issue an order
to forbid its belng touched ‘ti1l the next scason, By these wise precautions -they
are entirely divested of the fear of want. {some few days before our dc,parture
from imsterflam almost every thing was tabooed, as our long stay had pretty well
drained them of every thing they could spare. ‘ ‘ ‘

The lower class of people are kept in great subjection by the chiefs,

“WhO in fact do just as they please with them, and seem to -regard them as an.

abject set of beings, over Whom they have an unbounded right, Durlng our stay
at anamool’a, immediately af‘ter ‘the market for the day was over, ‘one of the agee
ordf,red the croud to dlsperse , and every one to retlre to his home; which they
not d01ng S0 read:Lly as he thought théy ought, he caught up a large st:Lck and

fell upon them most fur:.ously. One hen was knocked dovn, and when taken - away

was to all appearance dedd J.he agee took nd menner of notice of it, and walked

away an unconcerned as if nothing had happenegd,




